SONG CHOICE
FRAMEWORK

Harness the characteristics, application, power of song.
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1.

SHAPING
CULTURE

2.

THE WORSHIP CULTURE of your
church (the way you worship individually
and as a community) will be shaped by two
things: Leadership and song. Songs have for
centuries helped us communicate ideas and
beliefs. Lyrics and melodies make it easier
for the listener to internalise what is being
communicated. Songs are one of the most
powerful tools we have as worship leaders
and how we use them can have a signiﬁcant
impact on a time of worship and the spiritual
maturity of your church.

SONG
TYPES

THINK OF SONGS not just as “praise”
or “worship” but as global, local or
individual. This categorisation considers
how the songs will be received and the
role that they play. It helps you determine
the level of participation and connection
with the song and inevitably, the heights
and depths of worship you will reach as
a church. Before we have a look at why
this is, have a look at the table below that
explains each of these styles of worship
song.

CHARACTERISTICS OF SONGS
GLOBAL

LOCAL

INDIVIDUAL

CHARACTERISTICS

CHARACTERISTICS

CHARACTERISTICS

Universal Christian message

Particular to a community

Personal application

Core doctrine

Speciﬁc theme

Seasonal message

Third person
He, their
Second person / plural
You, Your, you, your

First person plural
We, us, our
Second person plural
You, Your

First person
My, I
Second person
You, Your

LONGEVITY

LONGEVITY

LONGEVITY

3–6 months

1–3 months

1–2 months

SONG EXAMPLES

SONG EXAMPLES

SONG EXAMPLES

Now Is the Time to Worship

How Great is our God

No Longer Slaves

Good Good Father

When the music fades

Lion and the Lamb

Oceans

Your Love Never Fails

So Will I (10 Billion X)

Brian Doeksen, 2008

This Is Amazing Grace
Jeremy Riddle, 2008

Wonder

Hillsong, 2017

Man Of Sorrows
Hillsong, 2011

Chris Tomlin

Chris Tomlin

Bethel Music, Leeland, 2016

Bethel Music, 2011

Bethel Music

Matt Redman

Hillsong

Hillsong, 2016

Who You Say I Am
Hillsong, 2017

SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES

SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES

SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES

Ps. 24, Ps. 47, Ps. 48, Ps. 50,
Ps. 53. Ps. 76, Ps. 84, Ps. 89,
Ps. 91, Ps. 93, Ps. 98, Ps. 107,
Ps 118, Ps. 125, Ps. 136, Ps. 150

Ex. 15, Ps. 20, Ps. 33,
Ps. 37, Ps. 46, Ps. 60, Ps. 65,
Ps. 75, Ps, 95, Ps. 105, Ps. 114,
Ps. 115, Ps. 121, Ps. 124, Ps. 133

Ps. 3, Ps. 13, Ps. 16, Ps. 18,
Ps. 23, Ps. 27, Ps. 34, Ps. 61,
Ps. 62, Ps. 71, Ps. 119, Ps. 130,
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APPLICATION OF SONGS
GLOBAL
These are great opening
songs. They often tell of
what God has done and
who God is. These songs
tell of God’s works, like a
story. “His Love Endures
Forever” as Ps. 136
declares.

Global songs have a
longer lifespan because
they are declarations of
universal Christian truths
that will always be relevant
and powerful.
However, just singing this
kind of song will keep the
temperature of worship
consistently warm.
It’s really songs in the next
two columns that take the
worship of your church to
the next level.

Global songs are the
foundation but if you want
to reach new heights, you
have to recognise and
understand the power of
local and individual songs
to take your church to the
next level in worship.

LOCAL
These songs also carry
a universal message but
with a greater emphasis on
a particular theme. These
songs work best when the
theme is relevant to your
community, for example,
you’re running a series on
Prayer and the song is about
faith or prayer.
The lifespan of these songs
are typically shorter because
of this emphasis on a theme.
Songs like this should be
included regularly in order
to keep worship relevant to
what God is doing in your
church community.
This means the lifespan of
these songs is fairly short.
Some may last longer than
others but the energy in
these songs comes from
the fact that they are new
and speaking to what God
is doing right now. Expect
songs to last between one
week and three months.
Worship is a powerful way
of uniting people. Songs
help to highlight the things
that God is saying and
doing within your church.
This creates ownership as a
community and develops a
culture of worship.

Table 2: Song application
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INDIVIDUAL
These songs have personal
meaning and power because
they help us focus on truth
in the moment. They help
individuals declare what the
bible says and make it their
own.

Individual songs allow people
to connect on a personal
level with God.
The emphasis here is on the
first person language of the
song. These songs remind
each and every one that they
can and must connect with
God in their own lives.
The simple application here
is to include songs that allow
people to do that.
“From him the whole body,
joined and held together by
every supporting ligament,
grows and builds itself up in
love, as each part does its
work.” Ephesians 4:16 (NIV)
Yes, God is good and has
done great thing throughout
history (global). Yes, God is
doing phenomenal things
in the life our church (local).
What is God doing in my life?
What will my response be?
(Individual).

3.

THE
EMPHASIS

Although we’re highlighting types of songs,
the emphasis is on the journey you’re taking
people on with the songs we choose.

THE LINES BETWEEN global, local and
individual are sometimes blurry because they
do all have something in common. Whichever
you choose to sing, the Word of God should
be the source. The songs we sing need to full
of the truth of scripture. You can sing the same
truth many different ways. The goal of these
categorisations of songs is not to get pedantic
about the type of songs but rather to broaden
your understanding of how songs can play a
role as you intentionally set out to life the level
and culture of worship within your church.

4.

LIKE A
MELODY

THE PAGES ABOVE highlights the underlying
complexity of songs and how they can add life
in different ways. Think of your set of songs
like you would a melody. A good melody must
have enough predictability for people to catch

When you approach songs in this way,
worship is weaved into the culture of your
church, not just confined to a twenty minute
time slot on a Sunday morning.
The emphasis is on meaningful over more.
You don’t need more worship (longer
worship time), if you have meaningful
worship (consistently relevant).

but enough originality to keep people’s
attention. Local songs, in particular, add that
element of originality to your worship. It’s
familiar truth but the relevance in the season
lifts the worship to new heights.

THE POWER OF SONGS
BEING MINDFUL of the type of songs you’re including in your times of worship will ensure you
take your church on the journey to personal worship where they own the truth for themselves.
This personal ownership of the truth transforms the culture of the entire church. The expectation
in worship is raised through personal conviction instead of cheer-leading from the platform.
Songs can help encourage and establish that conviction in your church. Ensure to include “global”
songs that declare who God is and what He has done but don’t stop there. Include songs that
mean something for your community now and include songs that help people own the truth for
themselves. Those last two type of songs can be difficult to find just when you need them. The
power of these type of songs is in the timing. Their relevance to the community as a whole and on
a personal level at a particular time or season in the life of the church. This is when song writing
becomes a natural next step in your worship journey and culture of your church.

“EXPECTATION IN WORSHIP IS RAISED
THROUGH PERSONAL CONVICTION
INSTEAD OF CHEER-LEADING FROM
THE PLATFORM”
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THE JOURNEY OF SONGS
THE JOURNEY of worship in your own life as a worship leader should be a journey from global to
personal. At first you collate from other great sources and then, over time, you move to collaboration
within your own team to produce songs that reflect what God is doing in your own life, team and
church.
When you have a better understanding of the application and power of song, it gives songwriting
more purpose and urgency. You write out of your own experience and seasons and what God is
leading you and your church through now. The truth of God’s word always has a universal application
but being able to hone in a season or a theme that has meaning adds so much more life.
Hearing the stories behind most of today’s top worship songs reminds one that these were not
written for global albums but rather, more simply, at a meaningful time in the life of that church or
that artist’s life. They may have ended up being sung across the world but that was not why it was
written.
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